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C O V E R  S T O R Y

Over a year into the pandemic, more 
accounts have emerged that detail the high 
costs of the global disruption. For the Asian 
intellectual property, 2020 was no doubt 
an equally challenging year, but it made 
the region more resilient and digital-ready.

The World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) reported that inter-
national patent applications filed via its 
Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) grew by 
4 percent year-on-year to 275,900 appli-
cations in 2020. China, the first to be hit 
by the COVID-19 disruption, remained the 
largest user of the PCT system. It posted 
a 16.1 percent year-on-year growth in PCT 
filings last year. It was followed by the 
United States (U.S.) Japan, South Korea 
and Germany.

For South Korea, cited for its early 
success in managing the outbreak, 2020 

marked the year when it reclaimed the 
fourth spot from Germany with the most 
PCT applications filed. Its PCT applications 
grew by 5.2 percent year-on-year in 2020, 
posting the third highest rate of increase 
following China and Switzerland.

Four of the top five filers of PCT 
applications were Asian companies. 
China-based telecoms giant Huawei 
Technologies led the group of top filers, 
followed by Samsung Electronics, 
Mitsubishi Electric, LG Electronics 
and Qualcomm. The top five fields of 
technology for PCT applications were 
computer technology, digital commu-
nication, medical technology, electrical 
machinery and measurement.

“Longer term trends point to the 
globalization of innovation, with Asia 
accounting for 53.7 percent of all PCT filing 

ASIA IP
Even as the COVID-19 pandemic shook up the world, the IP
landscape in the Asian region remained buoyant thanks to

its agility and digital-readiness. This was reflected in the best
law firms for IP work, which went above and beyond when

it came to servicing their clients in a difficult time.

RANKINGS 2021
BY MARICEL ESTAVILLO AND ASIAN LEGAL BUSINESS

HONG KONG
PATENTS

TIER 1
•	 AWA Asia
•	 Baker McKenzie
•	 Bird & Bird
•	 CMS
•	 Deacons
•	 DLA Piper
•	 Hogan Lovells
•	 Mayer Brown
•	 Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe
•	 Ropes & Gray
•	 Rouse
•	 Wilkinson & Grist

TIER 2
•	 Barron & Young
•	 ELLALAN
•	 MMLC Group
•	 Fangda Partners
•	 Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
•	 Jones Day
•	 Morrison & Foerster
•	 Nixon Peabody
•	 OLN IP Services
•	 Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & 

Sullivan
•	 Stephenson Harwood
•	 Winston & Strawn
•	 Vivien Chan & Co

TIER 3
•	 Dechert
•	 Eagle IP
•	 Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
•	 Norton Rose Fulbright
•	 Robin Bridge & John Liu
•	 Squire Patton Boggs
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TIER 1
•	 AWA Asia
•	 Baker McKenzie
•	 Bird & Bird
•	 CMS
•	 Deacons
•	 DLA Piper
•	 ELLALAN
•	 Hogan Lovells
•	 Mayer Brown
•	 MinterEllison
•	 MMLC Group
•	 OLN IP Services
•	 Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe
•	 Rouse
•	 SIPS
•	 Stephenson Harwood
•	 Wilkinson & Grist
•	 Vivien Chan & Co

TIER 2
•	 Dechert
•	 Fangda Partners
•	 Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
•	 Nixon Peabody
•	 Norton Rose Fulbright
•	 Ropes & Gray
•	 Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & 

Sullivan
•	 Robin Bridge & John Liu
•	 Simmons & Simmons
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TIER 3
• Barron & Young
• Clifford Chance
• Jones Day
• Morrison & Foerster
• Spruson & Ferguson
• Squire Patton Boggs

INDIA
PATENTS

TIER 1
• Ajay Sahni & Associates
• Anand and Anand
• Chadha & Chadha
• Fox Mandal & Associates
• IndusLaw
• Khaitan & Co
• K&S Partners
• Lakshmikumaran & Sridharan
• L&L Partners
• Remfry & Sagar
• Singh & Associates

TIER 2
• AZB & Partners
• Beruar & Beruar
• Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas
• Ediplis Counsels
• Khurana & Khurana
• Krishna & Saurastri Associates
• Rahul Chaudhry & Partners
• Majmudar & Partners
• Mason & Associates
• R.K. Dewan & Co
• Samvad Partners
• Lall & Sethi
• Subramaniam, Nataraj & 

Associates

TIER 3
• ALMT Legal
• De Penning & De Penning
• Fidus Law Chambers
• Perfexio Legal
• RNA Technology and IP Attorneys
• Saikrishna & Associates
• ZeusIP
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TIER 1
• Ajay Sahni & Associates
• Anand and Anand
• AZB & Partners
• Beruar & Beruar
• Chadha & Chadha
• Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas
• Ediplis Counsels
• Fox Mandal & Associates
• IndusLaw
• Khaitan & Co
• Krishnamurthy & Co./K Law
• K&S Partners
• L&L Partners
• Lakshmikumaran & Sridharan
• Remfry & Sagar
• Sujata Chaudhri IP Attorneys
• Saikrishna & Associates
• Singh & Associates
• Sujata Chaudhri IP Attorneys

TIER 2
• Fidus Law Chambers
• Khurana & Khurana
• Krishna & Saurastri Associates

• Majmudar & Partners
• Mason & Associates
• R.K. Dewan & Co
• RNA Technology and IP Attorneys
• Samvad Partners
• Lall & Sethi
• Subramaniam, Nataraj & 

Associates
• ZeusIP

TIER 3
• De Penning & De Penning
• K&S Partners
• Phoenix Legal

INDONESIA
PATENTS

TIER 1
• Am Badar & Partners
• Dwipo Lubis Baskoro & Partners
• HHP Law Firm
• Rouse/ Suryomurcito & Co
• SKC Law
• Tilleke & Gibbins

TIER 2
• Acemark IP
• AMR Partnership
• Assegaf Hamzah & Partners
• Barumun International Patent
• Biro Oktroi Roosseno
• George Widjojo & Partners
• Hadromi Adnan IP Group
• Inter Patent Office
• Januar Jahja & Partners
• K&K Advocates
• Pacific Patent Multiglobal
• Roosdiono & Partners

TIER 3
• Budidjaja International Lawyers
• Citius Intellectual Property
• Lumenta, Sitorus & Partners
• Makarim & Taira S.
• Pulungan, Wiston & Partners
• Prawiranegara International 

Patent & Trademark
• Rajah & Tann
• SS&R Legal Consultants
• Walalangi & Partners (in 

association with Nishimura & 
Asahi)

• Shin & Kim
• Stephenson Harwood
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TIER 1
• Assegaf Hamzah & Partners
• HHP Law Firm
• Inter Patent Office
• Januar Jahja & Partners
• K&K Advocates
• Roosdiono & Partners
• Rouse /Suryomurcito & Co
• SKC Law
• SIP Law Firm
• Tilleke & Gibbins
TIER 2
• Acemark IP
• Am Badar & Partners
• Barumun International Patent
• Biro Oktroi Roosseno
• Budidjaja International Lawyers
• Dwipo Lubis Baskoro & Partners 
• George Widjojo & Partners

• Hadromi Adnan IP Group
• Kusnandar & Co
• Pacific Patent Multiglobal

TIER 3

• Citius Intellectual Property
• HeruLukito & Partners
• Lumenta, Sitorus & Partners
• Makarim & Taira S.
• Walalangi & Partners (in 

association with Nishimura 
& Asahi)

• Pulungan, Wiston & Partners
• Prawiranegara
• Rajah & Tann
• Shin & Kim
• Stephenson Harwood

JAPAN DOMESTIC
PATENTS

TIER 1
• Abe, Ikubo & Katayama
• Anderson Mori & Tomotsune
• Mori Hamada & Matsumoto
• Nagashima Ohno & Tsunematsu 
• Nakamura & Partners
• Nishimura & Asahi
• Shusaku- Yamamoto
• TMI Associates
• Oh-Ebashi LPC & Partners

TIER 2
• Abe & Partners
• Atsumi & Sakai
• Fukami Patent Office
• Itoh International Patent Office
• Ohno & Partners
• Onda Techno Int. Patent Attys.
• Ryuka IP Law Firm
• Seiwa Patent & Law
• Shiga International Patent Office 
• Soei Intellectual Property Law
• Sugimura & Partners
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TIER 1
• Anderson Mori & Tomotsune 
• Atsumi & Sakai 
• Mori Hamada & Matsumoto 
• Nagashima Ohno & Tsunematsu
• Nakamura & Partners 
• Nishimura & Asahi
• Shusaku-Yamamoto
• TMI Associates

TIER 2
• Abe, Ikubo & Katayama
• Fukami Patent Office
• Itoh International Patent Office
• Oh-Ebashi LPC & Partners
• Ohno & Partners
• Onda Techno Int. Patent Attys.
• Ryuka IP Law Firm
• Seiwa Patent & Law
• Shiga International Patent Office 
• Soei Intellectual Property Law
• Sugimura & Partners

JAPAN INTERNATIONAL
PATENTS

TIER 1
• Baker McKenzie
• Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, 

Garrett & Dunner
• Hogan Lovells
• Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
• Morrison & Foerster
• Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe
• Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & 

Sullivan
• Ropes & Gray

TIER 2
• Foley & Lardner
• Mayer Brown
• Squire Patton Boggs
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TIER 1
• Baker McKenzie
• Hogan Lovells
• Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
• Morrison & Foerster 
• Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe

TIER 2
• Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, 

Garrett & Dunner
• Foley & Lardner
• Mayer Brown
• Squire Patton Boggs

MALAYSIA
PATENTS

TIER 1
• Gan Partnership
• LAW Partnership
• Shearn Delamore & Co
• Skrine
• Tay & Partners
• Wong & Partners
• ZICO IP

TIER 2
• Christopher & Lee Ong
• Lee Hishammuddin Allen & 

Gledhill
• Rahmat Lim & Partners
• Raja Darryl & Loh
• Shook Lin & Bok
• Wong Jin Nee & Teo
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TIER 1
• Christopher & Lee Ong
• Gan Partnership
• LAW Partnership
• Marks & Clerk
• Rahmat Lim & Partners
• Shearn Delamore & Co
• Skrine
• Shook Lin & Bok
• Tay & Partners
• Wong & Partners
• ZICO IP


